
Culinary Excursion

From June 9 – 16, 2016

“Queen Elizabeth II is turning 90. 
Come with me to London and let’s celebrate her birthday!”

Join 'The Royal Chef', Darren McGrady on his 10th Anniversary Culinary Trip with Southlake Travel as he 
returns to London to celebrate Queen Elizabeth’s 90th birthday. 

Highlights of the tour include:

Southlake Travel
Where Dreams Become Reality

• “Off to the races” at Royal Ascot viewing the Royal Procession, judging the ladies
day fashion and watching the races with a Champagne picnic “fit for a Queen” at 
the course. 

•

•

•
•

Darren McGrady 
- former Chef to H.M. Queen Elizabeth II and Diana, Princess of Wales

From waving to The Queen on the balcony of Buckingham Palace to singing “Happy Birthday” as Her Majesty arrives 
on a carriage procession at Royal Ascot this trip will be a right “Royal Event” (Bring your camera to take her photo). 

Watching Trooping of the Color outside Buckingham Palace and singing “Happy 
birthday” to Her Majesty The Queen. 
A hands-on cooking class with Chef Darren at an idyllic organic farm in the 
Cotswolds.
A visit to the Tower of London and a private viewing of the Crown Jewels.
A tour of the monumental Blenheim Palace, the birthplace of Winston Churchill 
and the home of the 12th Duke of Marlborough.



The Trip
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Where We Visit 
This is my 10th Culinary Trip and as those of you that are returning know, we always 
start with Afternoon tea. It’s quintessentially British and lets those returning 
welcome the “newbies” into the group. For tea this year I chose The Corinthia Hotel 
in London. It’s one of the few institutions that make you remember what hospitality 
stands for; a decadent hotel that opened in 1885 and if it’s good enough to be King 
Edward VII’s favorite place for tea...then it works for me and the group.  

Hotel: Cumberland Hotel, London 
Meals: Afternoon Tea

Day 2 – Saturday, June 11

Day 3 – Sunday, June 12

Today is Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II’s 90th birthday and we are going to help her 
celebrate. After early breakfast we head to the Mall (overlooking Buckingham Palace) 
and stake out our position for the Queen’s birthday parade. Trooping the Colour is 
it’s official title (either way, we get to see The Queen and the rest of the Royal family 
pass by in fancy horse and carts...Pomp and pageantry...it’s what we British do best! 

After waving to The Queen and getting to know the locals (they love the American 
accent) we will all be ready for a glass of wine. So I have arranged for a wine tasting at 
Berry Brothers in London; they have been supplying the Royal Palaces with wine for 
over 300 years. 

Afternoon is free for some shopping or sleeping off the memories of seeing The 
Queen earlier. Tonight is all about the West End Theater. It’s up to you what you 
want to see. I am torn between Wicked, Breakfast at Tiffany’s, Phantom of the 
Opera, Lion King...Oh!, did I say Breakfast at Tiffany’s ?  For those wanting 
pre-theater dinner reservations...let Karen know and I will recommend for you.  

Hotel: Cumberland Hotel, London 
Meals: Breakfast

This morning we start early with a Private Viewing of the Crown Jewels at the 
Tower of London. Yes, a private viewing of the crown jewels exclusively for us! And, 
we get to see up close and personal the “Cullinan I Diamond”...that’s 530 carats!...I 
don’t think I peeled that many for The Queen’s horse! 

Trooping the Colour

Afternoon Tea

Scottish Dinner Show

Private Viewing
of the Crown Jewels

Next, we are off to Harrods for a fun walking tour with me...to see some real 
carrots! And also to taste and sample many of the Royal’s favorite foods. (the frais de 
bois I served at Balmoral Castle and of course the Charbonnel and Walker pink 
champagne truffles). A little time to shop, then onto the luxury coach and off to The 
Cotswolds! 

As we head west out of London on our way to the Cotswolds and of course because 
it’s Sunday, we’ll stop for a fabulous typical “Sunday Roast” pub lunch. (When in 
Rome…) 

Day 1 – Friday, June 10



Where We Stay 

Cumberland Hotel, London

Southlake Travel
Where Dreams Become Reality

Slaughter’s Country Inn

Day 4- Monday, June 13
After breakfast it’s time to head to the kitchens at Daylesford Farm for our 
morning cooking class. This 2350-acre organic farm will showcase fruit and 
vegetables straight from the garden that we will incorporate into the three-course 
meal we will prepare and then enjoy with wine in the dining room. We also get a 
tour of the farm on the back of a trailer. 

Day 5 – Tuesday, June 14
This morning, we visit Highgrove House and the gardens of the summer estate of 
His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales.  For the last 25 years the gardens and 
surrounding land have been managed to the organic and sustainable principles 
that His Royal Highness has for so long championed. After a quick visit to his gift 
shop to show all our friends back home we have been there, we head to nearby 
Tetbury for lunch and a little shopping. Tiny Tetbury has 25 gorgeous antique 
stores. Don’t forget to visit the Anglo-Saxon monastery there though that was built 
in the year 681. 

Dinner tonight is at the famous Dial House Hotel, Bourton-on-the-Water. 
The Dial House dates back to 1698 and is one of the oldest building still standing in 
the village - it even pre-dates the bridges over the River Windrush. 

Day 3 – Sunday, June 12 (Continued)
Mid afternoon we reach Lower Slaughter, (the tiny purple flowers of Hidcote 
lavender feature in every home of the villages front garden). The next few nights 
we spend at the quaint 17th Century Slaughter’s Country Inn, a beautiful Georgian 
31-bedroom hotel set in 4 acres of gardens and right in the heart of the village. 
For those still hungry, you can enjoy dinner in the local pub or join me on a 
pub-crawl...Let’s get “slaughtered in Slaughter” haha! 

Hotel: Slaughter’s Country Inn
Meals:  Breakfast, Lunch

The afternoon we get to visit the gorgeous Cotswolds villages of Chipping 
Campden and Bourton on Water with the river Windrush flowing right through 
it. A crystal clear stream lined with carpet-soft lawn and shaded by mature trees – 
it’s a scene hard to resist. No wonder this place is on occasions called the Venice 
of the Cotswolds. BRING A CAMERA! 

Tonight we dine at one of the finest restaurants in the Cotswolds. The tranquil 
and elegant Michelin star Lords of the Manor. The only place “Lords of the 
Manor like us should be dining!” Did I mention it was Michelin starred? 

Hotel: Slaughter’s Country Inn
Meals:  Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Hotel: Slaughter’s Country Inn
Meals:  Breakfast, Dinner
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Royal Ascot
Ladies Day

After breakfast we partake in 300 years of horses, hats and high society. The 
Royal Ascot experience is like no other. From the traditional dress code to 
the history behind the event, to watching and waving to The Queen and her 
family as they ride down the course in open carriages, Ascot is amazing! We 
start the day with a “royal picnic” before heading into the racecourse. Spend 
the afternoon with a glass of Champagne admiring the form of “the fillies”… 
or just look at the horses and place your bets!  This will be the day of the trip 
you remember forever. 

Finale dinner! Where did that come from so quickly? Back to the hotel with 
our winnings and off to dinner at the incredible Clivedon House, a luxury 
country house built in 1851 ranked one of the best places to eat in the world. A 
fabulous, three-course dinner in the private dining room as we reminisce an 
absolutely amazing Culinary Trip. 

Day 7 – Thursday, June 16

Day 6 – Wednesday, June 15
After breakfast it’s time to pack and say goodbye to the Cotswolds as we 
head to Buckinghamshire. But no tour of the Cotswolds is complete without 
a visit to 18th century Blenheim Palace. It’s the birthplace of Winston 
Churchill and current home of the 12th Duke of Marlborough. Tour the 
house and the gardens and take loads of photos. After lunch we depart for 
the delightful Burnham Beeches Hotel, a traditional Georgian country 
manor set in 10 acres of beautiful gardens near Windsor.

Hotel: Burnham Beeches 
Meals:  Breakfast, Dinner

Hotel: Burnham Beeches 
Meals:  Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Please, come and join me! 
Darren McGrady

Blenheim Palace



The Details
Start: London, England  Finish: Windsor, England

Nota Bene: We build all of our itineraries as exhaustively as possible; however, we
also leave room for the spontaneity of the group, the creativity of the guide, and the
unpredictability of the elements. Thus, all itineraries are subject to modest modification,
dependent on local weather, new opportunities, and the desires of the group.

* Final price will be adjusted on February 29, 2016.

Getting There
Travel Services:
For the convenience of our travelers, we would be happy to assist you with
flights to get to and from the trip.  If you require assistance beyond the flights,
(i.e. if you wish to extend your stay or arrive earlier), or if you wish to make
private or custom travel arrangements, please call us to discuss your needs.
Please note that a service transaction of $50.00 will be charged for arrangements
such as flights, transfers and hotel rooms that are outside the planned itinerary.

© All rights reserved; Southlake Travel 2015-2016.
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ABOUT US
A highly-personalized travel

concierge service that arranges
memorable trips, cruises, exotic

vacations and travel for those
with discriminating taste. So,
whether you’re looking for a
private jet to Paris, a villa in

Tuscany, tickets to the Grand
Prix in Monaco, golfing at St.

Andrews or an island escape to
the Caribbean, we can arrange

every detail.

AVAILABILITY
 This exclusive culinary tour
with The Royal Chef will be
limited to 18 participants;

with a minimum of 15.
To avoid disappointment

(and the inevitable waitlist), 
please book early.

BOOK YOUR TRIP 
CONTACT:

Karen	M.	Dawson
Southlake Travel

630 E. Southlake Blvd, #50 
Southlake,	TX	76092 

kdawson@southlake-travel.com 
[ph]	817.657.9866

PAYMENTS & DEPOSITS 
$1000 per person non-refundable

deposit at time of booking (to
guarantee events & hotels).
Deposit must be received 

immediately.
Final payment will be due on 

March 10, 2016.

-    All accommodations on a shared twin/double room basis
-    Daily breakfast at hotel
-    Entrance tickets to Tower of London –Private Viewing Crown Jewels
-    Round-trip transfers from London Heathrow Airport
-    Hands-on Cooking class with The Royal Chef
-    Entrance to Highgrove House gardens
-    Four lunches and four dinners
-    Afternoon Tea at The Corinthia Hotel
-    Theatre ticket in London
-    Entrance to Blenheim Palace and gardens
-    Entrance to Royal Ascot races
-    Farewell celebration dinner at The Clivedon Hotel

What’s Included:

Dates & Prices 
DURATION:  7 NIGHTS / 8 DAYS
DATES:  June 9 – 16, 2016
PRICES:  $0.00 USD (Per Person sharing ) * 
SGL SUPP: $0.00


	Blank Page



